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Complete Spanish is a unique multimedia program that takes you beginner to advanced level in one

convenient package.  Â  At the core of Complete Spanish is the Living Language Methodâ„¢, based

on linguistic science, proven techniques, and over 65 years of experience. Our method teaches you

the whole language, so you can express yourself, not just recite memorized words or scripts. Â 

Millions have learned with Living LanguageÂ®. Now itâ€™s your turn. Â Â Â Â â€¢Â 3 Books: 46

lessons, additional review exercises, culture notes, an extensive glossary, and a grammar

summaryâ€”plus a bonus notebook Â Â Â â€¢Â 9 Audio CDs: Vocabulary, dialogues, audio

exercises, and moreâ€”listen while using the books or use for review on the go Â Â Â â€¢Â Free

Online Learning: Flashcards, games, and interactive quizzes for each lesson at

www.livinglanguage.com/languagelab  Â To learn more visit livinglanguage.com. Â  Â  The Living

Language Methodâ„¢ Â  Build a Foundation Start speaking Spanish immediately using essential

words and phrases. Â  Progress with Confidence Build on each lesson as you advance to full

sentences, then actual conversations.  Â  Retain what Youâ€™ve Learned Special recall exercises

move your new language from short-term to long-term memory. Â  Achieve Your Goals Donâ€™t

just mimic or memorize. Develop practical language skills to speak in any situation.
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I bought this set after seeing a friend's copy of the French edition. I really like the set up and I do

feel that I am learning a lot (though the first book seemed mostly a refresher of items I learned in



high school and college).Positives:-Division of chapters is clear and the companion cds read almost

every word on the page. (Which makes it easy to read along with the chapter or use it as extra

practice on your drive to work as I do.-The book is written in a way that seems more organic to

learning conversational Spanish. Instead of just learning a bunch of words and how to conjugate

them or just a set of general vocabulary each chapter is topic based. This means the the number

section isn't just "uno, dos, tres." It also includes "Tengo dos gatos" and "Ella tiene tres perros." (I

have two cats. She has three dogs.) Slowly interspersing new vocabulary, sentence structure,

gender-dominance of the terms, and of course conjugation.Negatives: (why I did not give it 5

stars)-You have to come in with a basic knowledge of the Spanish alphabet and sometimes the

pronunciation doesn't seem as clear in writing.-Sometimes some of the most important/interesting

vocabulary is thrown into the summary paragraph at the end of the chapter giving the reader only

one chance to familiarize with that set of vocabulary before it is either not referenced again or

thrown into another part of the following chapter. (The cd does read this chapter to you but does not

give you the option to repeat those words.)-The cd can really only be used after reading the chapter

for extra study. I tried to use some of the lessons ahead of where I was in the book. (Only the next

lesson, not far in advance.) And I found myself tongue tied.

I'm only half way through the first book, but so far it has been great. I've taken several beginning

Spanish courses over my lifetime and none of it stuck, but I feel like the design of this course is a lot

better because, contrary to what one "reviewer" said, they do NOT just give you a list of words to

memorize. You are shown words which will be emphasized in a lesson, but they are presented in

context in a variety of ways.To get 9 CDs and 3+ books for $28 is just an unbelievable bargain

especially compared to big-name systems which, ironically, consistently get poor reviews and cost

much, much more.Just after I started this course I stumbled across Duolingo.com which is a free

online school for various languages, including Spanish. I've been working it the same time as this

system because they each have their own advantages. The main advantage of the Duolingo course

is that it is interactive -- you have to type in answers and if you get too many wrong, you have to

repeat the lesson. With a non-interactive course, it is easy to lose focus/attention and not realize

that you have missed something, which is the case with Living Language.On the other hand, the

speech in Living Language is much clearer and it is easier to back up a bit and repeat something.

Also, you can read the LL books and/or listen to the CDs anywhere and any time, while you must be

online to use Duolingo.The  page and other Living Language materials say that you can just listen to

the CDs to learn Spanish without using the book. While that may be theoretically possible, it would



be VERY much harder and time consuming. For one thing, the book has extra exercises to reinforce

your learning which the CDs do not have.
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